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have fixed upon that face among a thousand, as the sure
index of the benevolence and the shrewdness that would
and could help me in my strait. We had not talked long,
however, before I saw in the expressive play of his coun-
tenance far more even of elegance and refinement than
I had missed in its mere lines." The acquaintance thus
begun, soon ripened into a most affectionate intimacy
between him and this remarkable woman; and thence-
forth she and her distinguished brother, Dr. Matthew
Baillie, were among the friends to whose intercourse he
looked forward with the greatest pleasure when about to
visit the metropolis.

I ought to have mentioned before, that he had known
Mr. Sotheby at a very early period of life, that amiable
and excellent man having been stationed for sometime
at Edinburgh while serving his Majesty as a captain of
dragoons. Scott ever retained for him a sincere regard;
he was always, when in London, a frequent guest at his
hospitable board, and owed to him the personal acquaint-
ance of not a few of their most eminent contemporaries
in various departments of literature and art.

When the Court opened after the spring recess, Scott
entered upon his new duties as one of the Principal
Clerks of Session; and as he continued to discharge them
with exemplary regularity, and to the entire satisfaction
both of the Judges and the Bar, during the long period
of twenty-five years, I think it proper to tell precisely in
what tliey consisted, the more so because, in his letter to
Ellis of the 25th January, he has himself (characteristi-
cally enough) understated them.

The Court of Session sits at Edinburgh from the 12th
of May to the 12th of July, and again from the 12th of
November, with a short interval at Christmas, to the
12th of March. The Judges of the Inner Court took
their places on the Bench, in his time, every morning
not later than ten o'clock, and remained according to the
amount of business ready for despatch, but seldom fora loss what to do, I shouldherson.s said to be a violent
